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Section 3-CHAMPIONSHIP RULES 
BOWLS WILTSHIRE (MEN) RULES  
Under the control of the Championship Co-Ordinator 

 
PRELIMINARY ROUNDS - ELIGIBILITY AND GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 
1. (a) The Championships shall be open only to bowlers who are members of Clubs affiliated to Bowls Wiltshire and Bowls 
England, and whose entries are acceptable to the Bowls Wiltshire Men’s Section. The published Code of Practice must be 
adhered to by all participants, failure to do so could lead to disqualification / forfeit of match. 
(b) A player / players defaulting and giving a ‘walk-over’ to his / their opponents without a valid or acceptable reason in any 
but the very first round to be played, i.e. Preliminary Round (if any) or Round 1, shall have his / their entry / entries reviewed 
by the Executive Council the following year, prior to acceptance by BW (Men).  
(c) A player / players defaulting and giving a ‘walk-over’ to his / their opponents must, in writing, inform the Area Secretary 
(during the Area Rounds) or  the Championship Co-Ordinator  (from the Last 16 onwards), stating the reasons for the default. 
(d) Any player(s) excluded from the Championship may not substitute for any other named entry.  Any entry fees paid via 
Clubs will be returned to the excluded entrant(s) via the Club Secretary.  
2. A Competitor shall not represent, or allow his name to be submitted from more than one Club or County Association in any 
one year. The County to which this one Club is affiliated is the only County for which a competitor may compete in the 
National Championships and Inter County Championships. 
3. Format of play for the six Championships - 
(a) Each game shall be played as per the format of play and scoring determined by Bowls England. 
(b) The number and scheduling of the County Rounds, Areas etc. (determined by the number of entries history), shall be 
reviewed annually by the Co-Ordinator and any changes recommended to the GPC..  
(c) The semi-finals to be scheduled to be played together with all the other semi-finals (where competitors are not in more than 
two semi-finals). 
(a) SINGLES   The game shall consist of 21 shots - four bowls each player. 
(b) PAIRS   The game shall consist of 21 ends, four bowls each player.  The leads shall play their four bowls before the skips.  
In the event of the scores being equal when all ends have been played, an extra end or ends must be played until a decision is 
reached. The two players taking part in the first game shall constitute the pair and normally play together throughout the 
Championship.  One additional - and the same - player may, however, be used as a substitute at any time provided he has not 
already played in the Championship.  He may play in any position. 
(c) TRIPLES   The game shall consist of 18 ends, three bowls each player.  In the event of the scores being equal when all 
ends have been played, an extra end or ends must be played until a decision is reached.  The three players taking part in the 
first game shall constitute the triple and should normally play together throughout the Championship.  One additional - and the 
same - player may, however, be used as a substitute at any time provided he has not already played in the Championship.   He 
may play in any position. 
(d) FOURS   The game shall consist of 21 ends two bowls each player.  In the event of the scores being equal when all ends 
have been played, an extra end or ends must be played until a decision is reached. The four players taking part in the first game 
shall constitute the four and should normally play together throughout the Championship.  One additional - and the same - 
player may, however, be used as a substitute at any time provided he has not already played in the Championship.  He may 
play in any position. 
(e) UNDER 25'S SINGLES   Open to bowlers who have not attained their 25th birthday on the 1st April in the year of the 
Championship.  The game shall consist of 21 shots - four bowls each player  
(f) 2 WOOD SINGLES. The game shall consist of 21 ends - two bowls each player . In the event of the scores being equal 
when all ends have been played, an extra end or ends must be played until a decision is reached. 
4.  The Championships shall be played under the rules of the BW Men’s Section and shall be managed by the Executive 
Committee.  Responsibility for arranging each Area Draw, number of Qualifiers per Area, dates, times and venues of all Last 
16 onwards shall be delegated to the Championship Co-Ordinator. 
5.  The Emergency Committee shall determine all questions and disputes that may arise and which do not come within the 
scope of the umpire's jurisdiction.  The decision of the Committee shall be final and binding. 
6.  In the case of any disputes a clear statement of that dispute with evidence where available shall be made in writing to the 
Championship Co-Ordinator  within 3 days of the date on which the dispute arose. 
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AREAS 
7.  The Championships shall be played each year in Areas decided by the General Purposes Committee. 
8.  Each Area Secretary, together with the Championship Co-Ordinator shall have responsibility for conducting the 
Championships up to and including the round before the Last 16 – at which point the management will be passed to the  
Championship Co-Ordinator. 
ENTRIES AND FEES 

9.  The entries for all Championships shall close on the date stipulated on the Club’s Entry form. 
Note: It is a condition of entry that the players accept any Bowls Wiltshire conditions regarding the scheduling / 
participation at the County Semi Finals and Finals, together with Bowls England’s  conditions regarding the scheduling / 
participation at the National Finals.  
10. Each Club Secretary shall send a schedule of the entries on the prescribed form together with the fees, to the 
Championship Co-Ordinator not later than the stipulated date. The entrants nominated on the form must be fully paid-up 
members of that Club on the closing date for entries nominated in Paragraph 9, (i.e. 'A.N. Other' will not he accepted as a 
valid entry).  The named Players on the form shall then become the Club's 'nominated entrants' to the Championships. 
NOTE:  Should a new player join a Club after the date specified in Rule 9 then, provided he is a fully paid-up member of 
that Club - and his County and Bowls England Affiliation Fees have been paid from that Club and has not been named as 
an entrant (or played in Championships from any other Club in that year), he may participate as a replacement / substitute 
within Rules 3 and 14. 
11. The Championship Co-Ordinator shall forward the schedule of entries from each Club together with the entrance fees 
to the Treasurer, by the end of January.   
12. All dates and entrance fees for all Championships shall be reviewed each year and published on the Entry Form. 
 
SCHEME OF PLAY  
First stage to be completed by the date specified on the entry form. 
14. (i) There is no limitation to the number of entries from each Club in any of the Championships. 
(ii) All entries in each Area for each Championship shall be drawn together. 
(iii) Each Area Secretary shall, after receiving the names of the entrants from the Championship Co-Ordinator, arrange 
the draw and communicate the result of the draw together with the scheduled time and date for play to each Club 
Secretary without delay.   
(iv) At least ONE of the named entrants MUST play in the first scheduled Round played by any entry, or: 

• The players who played in that Pair / Triple / Four will be disqualified and will be ineligible to play with any other 
entrant(s) in the Championship. 

and 
• ALL the original named entrants for that Pair / Triple / Four will be deemed to have given a 'walk-over' and will be 

ineligible to play with any other entrant(s) in the Championship. 
(v) If a nominated entrant does not play with his entered partner(s) then, providing the original entry did not give a 'walk-
over' in their first scheduled Round, he is free to play with other entrants as defined in Paragraph 3. 
(vi) Provided that at least one of the nominated entrants plays in the first scheduled Round (whether it is a Prelim, First 
Round, or Second Round - following a Bye), then the rules regarding substitutes (detailed in 3 b), c) and d) above) will 
apply. 
(vii) If a player / team fails to appear and be ready to play within 30 minutes of the scheduled time for the tie, the 
opponent(s) may claim a 'walk over'. 
(viii) The names of the winner or winners of the games in each round of Stage 1 shall be communicated within 24 hours 
to the Area Secretary, who will at once make arrangements for each succeeding round in that stage. Should the winner or 
winners not report the result to the Area Secretary within 24 hours, there will be a fine of £5.00 per player, i.e. Singles 
£5.00, Pairs £10.00, Triples £15.00 and Rinks £20.00.  This will be payable prior to the next round taking place.  Failure 
to make such payment will result in elimination from the Championship and the entry from the player(s) concerned for 
the following year will be reviewed by the Executive Council. 
Each round in each Championship, in the first stage shall be drawn separately and the first name drawn (the Challenger) 
shall have the choice of green and offer his opponent two dates (except in Areas operating fixed days) excluding the final 
date of the round.  When two members of the same club are drawn together, they may play on their own green.  Where 
there are more matches drawn on one green than there are rinks available, the Challenger shall make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that the match can be completed by the final date of the round, e.g. by playing before the specified date, 
by playing on another green chosen by the Challenger or playing at a time other than the evening of the final date of the round. 
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Any dispute that cannot be resolved by the Championship Co-Ordinator  will be referred to the Emergency Committee 
via the Secretary. 

 
 
LAST 16, QUARTER FINALS, SEMI. FINALS AND FINALS  
(x) At the conclusion of the first stage of the Championship each Area Secretary shall communicate immediately to the 
Championship Co-Ordinator  the names of the qualifiers in each event for his Area. 
(xi) The Championship Co-Ordinator acting on behalf of the Secretariat and  Executive Council, shall determine all 
arrangements for the last 16, Quarter Finals, Semi-Finals and Finals in the Championships. The designated dates for the last 16 
and Quarter Finals will be included on the Entry Form.  The designated dates for the Semi-Final of the Singles, Pairs, 2-Wood 
and U25 Singles is Sunday of Week 28 (Reserve dates Mon/Tues Week 29), and for the Triples and Fours  is Sunday of Week 
24 (Reserve date Sun Week 25).  The Finals Weekend is Saturday and Sunday of Week 36. 
(xii) The Championship Co-Ordinator  will appoint an Official to be present at the Last 16 / Quarter Finals. The Official will 
deal with all match arrangements and any matters relating to the Code of Practice. 
(xiii) Umpires shall be appointed by the Championship Co-Ordinator in conjunction with the BW Co-ordinator of the Umpires 
Association. The Umpires will determine such points as may arise during the course of the play and the application of the WBL 
Laws of the Sport thereto.  Their decision shall be final. 
(xiv) The names of the winner or winners of the Last 16 and Quarter Finals shall be communicated immediately to the  
Championship Co-Ordinator  by the appointed Official at the venue. 
(xv) All Qualifiers for the National Championships will be expected to attend and participate according to the Bowls England 
schedule. Any Qualifier who fails to attend or refuses to play to the Bowls England schedule shall have his entry reviewed by 
the Executive Council for the following year. 
 
SPECIAL NOTICE 
15. (i) AREA ROUNDS (qualifying for the Last 16)  - Under the control of the Area Secretaries. 
The time and date of the games in the different Areas shall be arranged according to the instructions on the form giving notice 
of draw, but any competitors who do not complete their games by the dates specified will not be allowed to proceed further in 
the Championships unless covered by circumstances described in 15. (iii) NOTE: below. 

During Area Rounds any disputes or difficulties in meeting specified dates must be immediately and 
directly communicated to the relevant Area Secretary. 

(ii) County Championships – Area Rounds 
If the number of entries in any of the six Championships do not warrant specific dates being set aside for each 
Round, then the Area Rounds for such Championships will be played on a ‘play by’ basis: 
a) All games to be played by the final date given for each round unless covered by the circumstances described in Rule 15 (iii) 
below. 
b) The first drawn player shall become the 'Challenger' and must offer his opponent three dates for play, one of which must be 
a Saturday or a Sunday. If the Challenger has not contacted and offered dates by ten days before the scheduled end of the 
Round, then - after advising the Area Secretary - the opponent becomes the Challenger and shall have home advantage for the 
Round, he must offer three dates as specified above. 

NOTE: 
ALL Clubs should be aware when offering dates for ANY Competitions that: 
• Wednesday nights are normally Four Fours League nights 
• Monday and Friday nights are mostly set aside for National Championship Rounds 
• Some Saturdays / Sundays have Middleton Cup / County events (all published in advance to ALL Clubs) 
Whilst Clubs cannot be forced to follow the above, their co-operation would be greatly appreciated – especially if they 
themselves currently play in the Four Fours League and understand the potential difficulties. 

c) Opponents shall, within 48 hours of receipt of the challenge, reply, accepting one of the dates offered.  
d) If the match is unable to be played, the player who defaulted (in the opinion of the Area Secretary or the Emergency 
Committee if appropriate) will be eliminated. 
e) If a match is not played by the closing date and neither of the Opponents has contacted the Area Secretary with details of a 
date or any other dispute, then they will BOTH be eliminated from the Championship. 
f) All disputes should be referred to the Area Secretary who will either mediate and resolve the issue or will escalate the 
problem to the Championship Co-Ordinator for resolution by the Emergency Committee. 
 
(iii) LAST 16 ROUNDS ONWARDS – Under the control of the Championship Co-Ordinator . 
(ix) The Last 16 and Quarter Finals to be played on specific dates and at venues  detailed on the entry form and in the 
County Yearbook.  If for any reason (such as inclement weather / unfit Green) the Last 16 and / or Quarter Final matches 
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cannot be played on the specified dates / venues, then the matches if possible will be rearranged at the originally 
designated venue(s). Should the originally designated venue(s) be unavailable on the re-scheduled date(s), an alternative 
venue or venues will be arranged as required and the competitors informed. 
 
NOTE:  In all rounds of the Championships, including the Finals, the only automatic exceptions to completing games by 
the specified dates shall be: Inclement weather / unfit Green (in the opinion of the County / Club's Official or 
Greenkeeper present), players on International duty, players participating in a National Competition Round on set dates 
specified by Bowls England or representing Wiltshire in a Playing or Official capacity at major Bowls events / 
Championships. 
 
OTHER EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES - ON APPEAL VIA THE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE. 
Players claiming ‘exceptional circumstances’ should apply in writing to the Championship Co-Ordinator for an extension 
at least SIX days before the end of the round, setting out the reasons for such an application.  The Championship Co-
Ordinator shall, if appropriate, convene the Emergency Committee to consider the matter. In order to avoid any 
misunderstandings, the decision of the Emergency Committee, which shall be final and binding, will be communicated to 
the applicant and confirmed in writing. 
 
ALL MATCHES RE-ARRANGED – (either ‘automatic exceptions’ or as a result of the Emergency Committee 
upholding an application on the grounds of 'exceptional circumstances): 
Should competitors be unable to mutually agree a new date / time, then the Championship Co-Ordinator  will schedule the 
date and time (plus a venue if necessary). The decision of the   Championship Co-Ordinator   regarding the scheduled 
date, time and, if necessary, venue, of the re-arranged match shall be final.  The competitors will either play as scheduled 
or the defaulting competitor(s) will be eliminated from the Championship. 
 

Competitors who reach the Last 16 onwards should ensure that they are available for all the allocated 
dates (including reserve dates) and the periods in between, (or have an acceptable substitute standing 
by), in case Last 16, Quarter Final, Semi Final or Final matches need to be rescheduled for reasons 
such as detailed above.  
 

All the semi-finals shall be scheduled on a weekend day on a fixed date, as detailed on the entry form and in the 
Yearbook. Some semi-final matches may start as early as 9.30 a.m. In exceptional circumstances Semi-Final matches may 
start earlier than 9.30 a.m. and may finish in the evening.  Reserve dates will be set aside to cover any semi-finals which 
cannot be completed on the scheduled date due to any of the reasons specified above, or due to a player being in too many 
semi-final matches to allow their completion on one day. Such postponed matches will, if possible, be arranged at the 
originally designated venue(s). 
Note: Reserve dates will be published on the Entry schedules  
The Finals will normally be played after the National Championships and some finals may start as early as 9.30 a.m.  
Competitors involved in the Finals must keep the designated dates entirely available in case matches need to be scheduled 
throughout the day / evening. 
Should any prior circumstances affect the scheduling of the Finals Day, the Championship Finals will be re-arranged at 
the discretion of the Championship Co-Ordinator  / Emergency Committee. 
 

From the Last 16 onwards any disputes or difficulties in meeting specified dates must be immediately and 
directly communicated to the Championship Co-Ordinator. 

 
(iii) Should an Official Umpire not have been appointed, an umpire mutually agreed upon shall be appointed by the 
competing players in all Area games.  The Official Umpire appointed shall determine such points regarding WBL Laws 
of the Sport as may arise in the course of the play. Should the Umpire for any legitimate cause stop any game, it shall be 
resumed at the point at which it was stopped. 
(iv)  Should an Official have been appointed to administer matches at a venue in the closing stages, then they will be the 
‘Controller’ of the event and will ensure compliance with the Code of Practice and any other requirement of the Bowls 
Wiltshire Men’s Section. 
 
 


